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WHAT IS CLAIMED: 




1. A method of presenting data to a viewing entity having a viewer, comprising thc - stgps^ : 

providing unformatted data to said viewing entity, said^lattf'comprising one or more 
unformatted data portions required to be converted injp-dibrmat viewable to said viewer; 

providing a plurality of formatters, e^cKof which being capable of formatting one or more of 
said data portions into said format; 

locating said formattjgfs by said viewer for each of said unformatted data portions; and 
^ formatting ea^f said portions by said located formatters whereby said data portions are 

converted to said4brmat viewable to said viewer. 
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2. The niethod of claim 1 further comprising a step or providing identifiers for each of said data 
portions. 



ffioffofclaim 2 wherein said identifiers ^^elagsTncllidedan data portieTlsT 



4. The method of claim 2 wherein^gaid'^ formatters is implemented by making use of 

said identifiers. 




Sr The method of claim 1 wherein s aid formatter c are plug - ablejoto-gaid vit: 



6. A method of m:esgnting data to a plurality of different viewers, comprising the steps of: 

prgSMtng^unformatted data to each viewers, said dataincr[Rlmg.A.£b^ of unformatted 
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providing a plurality of formatters, each of which bemg-eSpable of formatting one or more 
data portions into at least one format viewable toarteast one of said viewers; 

locating by eact\ viewer, for each^dma portion that required to be viewable to said viewer, a 
formatter capable of conversing smd each data portion to a format viewable to said viewer; 

formatting said eachf^ata portion by said located formatter whereby all of said unformatted 
data portions can be ^rmatted at relevant viewers by relevant formatters into formats viewable to 
relevant viewers^ 



cHO 7. A memod of claim 6 further comprising a step of providing a plurality of identifiers each of which 
Jj / 

ideijcifies one of said data portions. 

Inethod of claim 7 wherein said identifiers are tags includedlnre 




iilg is implemented by making use of said 



identifiers o 
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/able to said viewer. 



conversion means for converting said daia portrons-4f 
said conversion means being separately located from said viewer; 

identifying means for identifying each of said data portions^ 

locating means for said viewer, by using said identifying means, to locate said conversion 
means for each of said data portions whereby said^rach data portion is converted at said viewer by 
said conversion means into said format vie>^ble to said viewer. 

1 2. A system of claim 1 1 whereiF^said conversion means comprises a plurality of formatters, each of 
which being capable of converting at least one of said data portions into said format. 
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13. A system of claim 12 wherein said formatters are plug-able in said viewer. 



14, A systerr/ of claim 13 wherein said identifying comprises a plurality of tags each of which 
identifies one of said data portions. 
15 15. A system for interpreting data from machine readable form to at least one human readable 
formatJthe system comprising: 

a detector for detecting from information in incoming blocks of data one or more formats in which it 
is desared to display said blocks; 

a plurality of formatters, each of the formatters interfacing with the detector using a standard 
20 internee; 

bans within the detector for invoking all formatters r^uired to format said incoming blocks into 
jfaid^yne or mSfe^emiats, and 
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ni^ ^no fnr InnHing gniH fru-mnto intn nn intprprpfpr , ar^( i fn r subsequently Se nding Said incoming 

blocks to said interpreter. 

16. The system of claim 15 further wherein said means for invpkifig invokes plural formatters to 
operate on the same incoming data stream. 

17. The system of claim 16 wherein said plural^^5rmatters are arranged to receive incoming data in 
parallel. 

1 8. A system for processing incoming blocks of data wherein the intermixed blocks include blocks 
to be formatted by different figroiatters, the system comprising; 

a detector for checking a^g contained within each block of data, the tag being indicative of how to 
' 1 0 format the incoming^ata; 

means responsiv^to said detector for routing the data to be formatted to proper formatting software; 
and 

means for Evoking the proper formatting software using a standard interface common to all of said 
differentr formatters to format said incoming blocks of data. 
15 19. Tne system of claim 1 8 wherein the means for invoking in(^^ides loading software fi-om storage 
to an interpreter. 

2p. The system of claim 1 8 wherein said means for invoking includes a switch for routing incoming 
rata to one or&hital preloaded formatters. 
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